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About Us 

LEARN 

EDUCATE 

LEAD 

Supported by:

The Early Childhood Education Professional 

Resource Centre (ECEPRC) is committed to 

responding to the diverse needs of the early 

years  community through research, quality 

materials and engaging continuous 

professional learning. Opportunities such as 

workshops, learning series, play labs, 

symposiums, pedagogical consultation, and 

communities of practice have been created 

to support networking and advance quality 

practices. This brochure presents the 

opportunities we have created for this 

upcoming winter. Take advantage of these 

opportunities as we learn, reflect and grow 

together. Register today at www.eceprc.ca 

Learning Series 

Exciting, relevant topics that take you on a 

learning journey inspired by early learning 

and action research. 

 

PRC Play Labs 

Hands-on experiences that invite you to 

touch, tinker, examine and  experiment with 

real materials in order to understand STEAM 

concepts. 

 

Workshops 

A number of workshops that present new 

information, invite reflection and 

collaboration and transform everyday 

practice. 

 

Special Events 

Symposiums, Conferences, and other events 

which highlight experts and guest speakers 

in the field of Early Learning and Child Care.  

 

Fall Offerings 
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http://www.eceprc.ca/
http://www.eceprc.ca/membership--member-portal.html
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Through the Ideas Connect research project, the Region of Waterloo’s early learning sector shared, 

loud and clear, that having a positive work environment is key in the creation of high-quality early 

learning programs. At the core of any positive environment, strong and caring relationships among 

colleagues and peers are found. In this session, participants will be invited to reflect on the key 

elements of establishing positive and strong interprofessional relationships and will gain a deeper 

understanding of the role that each of them play in supporting positive team work regardless of their 

position. Participants will be empowered to reflect on the strengths that they bring to their teams 

and will be invited to develop a plan of action to continue to build strong connections and 

relationships that lead to meaningful cultures of belonging.  

Translating Quality into Practice in the Early Years
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Facilitator: Salima Alam-Hafeez, Professor, Conestoga College 

Date: Wednesday, October 16th, 2019 

Time: 6:45pm to 8:45pm 

Location: ECE Building, Doon Campus 

Facilitator: Salima Alam-Hafeez, Professor, Conestoga College 

Date: Wednesday, November 13th, 2019 

Time: 6:45pm to 8:45pm 

Location: ECE Building, Doon Campus 

During this session, participants will gain a deeper understanding of the connection between high- 

quality early learning curriculum (e.i., environments that act as the third teacher, designing 

responsive routines, supporting meaningful children’s engagement) and children’s capacity to self- 

regulate. Participants will be encouraged to adopt practical strategies to support children's self- 

regulation through relationships and will explore how curriculum planning is an avenue to develop 

engaging early learning programs. 

Self-Regulation and Quality: What's the 

connection?

Planting the Seeds of Quality: How can 

professionals contribute to a culture of belonging?
Free session!

Free session!

https://www.conestogacommunity.ca/prc/Fall2019


Everyone learns by playing, so let’s play together and learn together about science, technology, engineering, arts and 

mathematics (STEAM). In these sessions, participants will explore and learn about the PRC’s new STEAM curriculum 

enhancement kits that support the learning of early coding, robotics and simple electronic systems. Through these hand’s- 

on experience, participants will reflect on different ways that early learning professionals can use these kits with young 

children while connecting it all back to the four foundations of learning: belonging, well-being, engagement and expression.

$20/Single Play Lab   

Play Lab 1 

Facilitator: Harmony Simard, Pedagogical Consultant, PRC 

Date:  Monday, September 16th,  2019 

Time: 6:45 PM to 8:45 PM 

Location: ECE Building, Doon Campus 

Experiment, Play & Tinker with the PRC's Newest Curriculum Enhancement Kits
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Play Lab 2 

Facilitator: Harmony Simard, Pedagogical Consultant, PRC 

Date:  Monday, October 7th,  2019 

Time: 6:45 PM to 8:45 PM 

Location: ECE Building, Doon Campus 

The Curriculum Enhancement Kits that will be

explored in Play Lab 1 

Cubelets  

(modular robotics) 

Bee Bots

(early coding) 

The Curriculum Enhancement Kits that will be

explored in Play Lab 2 

Snap Circuits  

(early electronics) 

Sphero  

(educational robotics) 

Play Lab 3 

Facilitators: Maria Cabal Garces, RECE, MSc 

Date:  Monday, November 11th,  2019 

Time: 6:45 PM to 8:45 PM 

Location: Care for Newcomer Children Centre, Waterloo Campus  

Tinkering with Music in the Early Years

Everyone learns by playing, so let’s play together and learn together about science, technology, engineering, arts and 

mathematics (STEAM).This play lab will invite participants to engage in active exploration of music, and musical concepts 

such as rhythm, beat, and melody, as playful avenues for learning. Participants will rediscover the value that music has in 

the healthy development of children, make meaningful connections to How Does Learning Happen, and gain practical 

strategies to incorporate music in your daily practice with children. Through guided discussion, participants will re-imagine 

their role in supporting children’s learning through the art of music. 

Waterloo location!

https://www.conestogacommunity.ca/prc/Fall2019


Facilitators: Amy Huskins, Professor, Conestoga College  & Harmony 

Simard, Pedagogical Consultant, PRC 

Date: Wednesday, October 9th, 2019 

Time: 6:45 pm to 8:45 pm 

Location: ECE Building, Doon Campus  

Connecting with 21st Century Families

This workshop will encourage participants to examine the experiences that diverse families in the 

21st century encounter when raising young children. Participants will be empowered to reflect on 

their current strengths in supporting family engagement, they will have the opportunity to 

explore strategies that support holistic family engagement in the early years, and will develop a 

plan to continue to build on those strengths in order to engage families meaningfully in a variety 

of contexts.  

Performance Management in the 

Early Years Sector

Facilitator: Carolyn Galvin, Human Resources Manager, Employment 

and Labour Relations 

Date: Wednesday, October 2nd, 2019 

Time: 12:30 pm to 2:30 pm 

Location: Welcome Centre, Doon Campus 

Through this session, supervisors working in the early learning sector will learn more about the 

performance standards and criteria for the field. They will have the opportunity to explore 

strategies to set achievable goals for their teams and to engage in effective performance 

conversations and documentation. Through this session, participants will also learn more about 

engaging their staff and coaching them towards improved performance. Carolyn Galvin is a 

Human Resources Manager at Conestoga College, who focuses on Employment and Labour 

Relations. 

$20/Workshop 5

Session for 
Supervisors

https://www.conestogacommunity.ca/prc/Fall2019


Canada's New Food Guide for the Early Years

Facilitator: Judith Kitching, RD, MSc, Public 

Health Nutritionist 

Date: Wednesday, November 20th, 2019 

Time: 6:45 pm to 8:45 pm 

Location: ECE Building, Conestoga College 

Supervisors, cooks, home childcare providers and RECEs, join us as we explore Canada’s new way 

of eating. This workshop will invite professionals working in early learning settings to gain a better 

understanding of the changes brought in by the new Canada’s Food Guide. Participants will learn 

creative ways to incorporate these changes in menu planning and will gain access to resources 

and information that can be shared with staff and families to support their understanding of the 

new Canada’s Food Guide.  

Sprouts of Learning: Exploring Gardening in the 

Early Years
Date: Monday, October 28th, 2019 

Time: 6:45 pm to 8:45 pm 

Location: Care for Newcomer Children Centre, 

Waterloo Campus 

Through this session, participants will discover how gardening opens multiple layers into 

children’s learning experiences as they explore the garden’s ecosystem, observe the life cycle of 

plants, and grow a deeper respect for food while developing Science, Technology, Engineering, 

Arts and Mathematics (STEAM) concepts. 

This workshop will highlight a collection of pedagogical documentation from gardening projects 

collected from early learning environments in the community.  These examples will provide an 

opportunity for participants to reflect on the many concepts that gardening offers in addition to 

realizing the possibilities of collaboration in the gardening process with educators, children and 

families. 

$20/Workshop 5

Waterloo location!

https://www.conestogacommunity.ca/prc/Fall2019


$20/Workshop
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Building Blocks for Belonging

Facilitators: Maria L. Cabal Garces, RECE, MSc 

Date: Monday, September 23rd, 2019 

Time: 6:45 pm to 8:45 pm 

Location:  ECE Building, Doon Campus 

In this session, participants will be invited to engage in a reflection process about Belonging. 

In the winter of 2019, Early Learning Professionals in the Region of Waterloo participated in 

the “I Belong” Winter Symposium. During this event, a video highlighting perceptions of 

belonging by early learning professionals in the region was launched (Click here to view this 

video).  After reflection and discussion, symposium participants brainstormed tangible and 

doable acts that they considered representations of belonging. These ideas were analyzed by 

the PRC team and compiled into four essential elements that were seen as creating a climate 

of belonging. We have called these ‘The Building Blocks for Belonging”. 

 

 

Now, we are encouraging early learning professionals to become Ambassadors of Belonging in 

their early learning environments. During this particular session, participants will be invited to 

dig deeper into these Building Blocks for Belonging, reflect on their current role in using the 

blocks to build a climate of belonging, and be empowered to continue the reflection process 

with their own teams upon returning to their communities of learning. 

Join us in the journey of creating more accepting, welcoming, and connected working 

environments in early learning. 

Each participant will receive a copy of the reflection guide resource.  

https://www.conestogacommunity.ca/prc/Fall2019
https://vimeo.com/311470750/d1dbc20e7d
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https://www.conestogacommunity.ca/prc/Fall2019


$10/Session

8

Facilitators:  Katie Stortz, Professor, Conestoga College & Harmony 

Simard, Pedagogical Consultant, PRC 

Date: Monday, November 18th, 2019 

Time: 6:45 pm to 8:45 pm 

Location: ECE Building, Doon Campus 

Documentation in the Early Years: Is it Pedagogical Yet? - 

Follow-up Session

Let’s keep the conversation going!  After attending the Fall 2019 Guest 

Speaker Session with Cindy Green are you feeling motivated? Enthusiastic? 

Or are you unsure as to where to start with your own pedagogical 

documentation journey?  Regardless of what path participants are on with 

their pedagogical documentation, this is an opportunity to gather with 

other early learning professionals and engage in meaningful professional 

conversation while reflecting back to Cindy Green’s workshop.  We invite 

you to bring samples of your documentation to engage in meaningful 

hands-on work. 

https://www.conestogacommunity.ca/prc/Fall2019


Those interested in completing this professional course will need to apply by September 18th, 2019. 

Successful applicants will receive funding from the Region of Waterloo to cover the tuition, resources, and staff 

replacement costs.
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Monday, September 16th 

 

Monday, September 23rd 

Wednesday, September 25th 

Wednesday, October 2nd 

Monday, October 7th 

 

Wednesday, October 9th 

Wednesday, October 9th 

Wednesday, October 16th  

Wednesday, October 23rd 

Monday, October 28th 

Wednesday, November 6th 

Saturday, November 9th 

 

Monday, November 11th 

Wednesday, November 13th 

 

Wednesday, November 18th 

 

Wednesday, November 20th 

Wednesday, November 20th 

 

Wednesday, December 4th 

 

Date                                  Event

Registering is easy!   

Click on any of the "Register Now" icons - Visit us at www.eceprc.ca - Call 519-748-5220 ext. 3388 

or E-mail PRCregistration@conestogac.on.ca 
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Play Lab 1 - Experiment, Play, & Tinker with the PRC's 

Newest Curriculum Enhancement Kits 

Building Blocks of Belonging 

PRC Open House 

Performance Management in the Early Years Sector 

Play Lab 2 - Experiment, Play, & Tinker with the PRC's 

Newest Curriculum Enhancement Kits  

Connecting with 21st  Families - Webinar 

Pedagogical Leadership Course - Session 1 

Self-regulation and Quality, What's the connection? 

Pedagogical Leadership Course - Session 2  

Sprouts of Learning: Exploring Gardening in the Early Years 

Pedagogical Leadership Course - Session 3 

Guest Speaker Event: Documentation in the Early Years, is it 

pedagogical yet? 

Play Lab 3 - Tinkering with Music in the Early Years! 

Planting the Seeds of Quality: How can Professional 

Contribute to a Culture of Belonging? 

Follow-up Session: Documentation in the Early Years: Is it 

Pedagogical Yet? 

New Canada's Food Guide for the Early Years 

Pedagogical Leadership Course - Session 4  

 

Pedagogical Leadership Course - Session 5 

FALL 2019

https://www.conestogacommunity.ca/prc/Fall2019
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Credit card payments can only be made 

through the on-line registration system at 

this time. 

Other payment can be made in person, or by 

mail in registration prior to the event. We 

accept cash or cheque (made payable to 

Conestoga College)— please note that PRC 

does not support debit transactions at this 

time. 

Receipts/Invoices are available upon request. 

Workshops may be cancelled if the 

minimum number of participants is not 

reached and you will be notified two 

working days prior to the workshop date. 

Inclimate weather closures and cancelations 

will be posted on our website and tweeted 

out to subscribers. 

All registration fees are non-refundable, but 

transferable to another participant for the 

same event. 

Hours of Operation: 

Pay and display parking available 

(Mon-Fri) in lot #6 

Free Parking (after 4 PM) and on 

weekends. 

Use lot # 7 or # 6 and enter ECE 

building through the side door, 

closest to lot #7. 

Registration Information:
Monday……….. 12 PM -  8 PM 

Tuesday….….... 12 PM - 8 PM 

Wednesday.. 12 PM - 8 PM 

Thursday…….... 9 AM - 4 PM 

Friday……...…..... 9 AM - 12 PM 

The PRC is closed on weekends and 

statutory holidays.

Connect with us

@eceprc

Early Childhood 

Professional Resource 

Centre

www.eceprc.ca

Registration Information:

ECE Building, Doon Campus, Conestoga College 

299 Doon Valley Dr, Kitchener, ON N2G 4M4
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