
Continuous 

Professional 
Learning 

Creating a Bridge Between Research and Practice in Early Learning and Child Care 

  

The Professional Resource Center (PRC) 

The PRC is committed to providing members with current evidence based research and 

quality materials for early learning and child care (ELCC) programming. 

Continuous professional learning opportunities are offered through workshops, training,       

webinars, pedagogical consultation, networking and communities of practice. 

This calendar offers many opportunities for educators to participate and  

engage in professional dialogue, discussion and reflection. 

Take advantage of these opportunities and register today at www.eceprc.ca 

LEARN   EDUCATE LEAD 

Spring 2017 

Become a PRC Member Today! 
Our evidence based resources combine current research and quality materials to  

enhance your programs and understanding of learning. Our members receive discounts 

on in-house workshops, lending privileges for our library and access to our data bank of 

research and early learning and care articles. Members also receive updates on current 

information in the ELC community and have access to our work  

stations and equipment (laminator, computer, binding machine etc).  

New** Members have access to pedagogical support! Join today and  

discover the value of belonging to a professional organization that is invested in your  

professional growth, our community and the future. 

Click here to learn more about becoming a PRC member. 

http://www.eceprc.ca
http://www.eceprc.ca/membership.html


STEAM Summer Institute 
 

More details coming soon! 
Watch for dates and registration 

to open in May. 
 

This is the summer event you 
do not want to miss.  

 
 

STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts 
and Math) based programing can often be        
intimidating with a belief that those “teaching” 
these skills must be experts, that they require    
expensive and elaborate materials and resources 
and that they are only achievable through        
projects, or teacher planned/led activities. The 
truth of the matter is that early childhood          
programs are already a rich source of               
opportunities for such skills to emerge through our 
everyday materials and resources already on 
hand. With educators as co-learners alongside 
children, we invite you to relook at our roles, the 
language we use, our environments through the 
lens of STEAM.  
 

This summer institute will offer hands on           
exploration of learning environments.  

 
 

PRC members 
TBD 

 
General Public 

TBD 
 

Pedagogical Consultation and 

Support for ALL members! 

 

Offered by appointment in the 

PRC on Thursdays  in May and 

June. 

 

Organizations with group        

memberships that wish to seek in 

house service and support should 

contact the PRC to set an          

appointment.  

 

For more information or to book an 

appointment please call 

519.748.5220 ext. 2826 

Or  e-mail 

Pedagogicalconsultant@          

conestogac.on.ca 

One on one support offers an opportunity to     
engage in critical reflection on your practice and 
build a deeper understanding on How Does 
Learning Happen? Ontario’s Pedagogy for the 
Early Years.  
 

Take an active role in your learning and            
understanding of our shifting practices and sector.  
Connect to research, set goals and reflect on your 
practice in a safe and inclusive setting.  

 

No cost to  

Members of the 

PRC 

 

New** Benefit to 

membership 

For more information visit our website at www.eceprc.ca 

Conestoga College, ECE Building 299 Doon Valley Drive, Kitchener, ON N2G 4M4 

Other ways to register: Call 519.748.5220 ext. 3388 

E-mail: PRCregistration@conestogac.on.ca  

mailto:pedagogicalconsultant@conestogac.on.ca
mailto:pedagogicalconsultant@conestogac.on.ca
https://www.conestogacommunity.ca/prc/spring


 

Back by popular demand!        
Encore Presentation... 

 

Bang, Bang, You’re Dead:         
Rethinking taboo play in early 

learning  
 

Presenter: Andrea Stirling & PRC 
Staff 

 

Monday May 8, 2017 
 

Time: 6:30 PM—8:30 PM 
 

Location: Doon-ECE Building 
 

 
Superheroes, gun play, bad guys and death are 
all types of play that often leave educators feeling 
uneasy. Many have strong feelings and beliefs 
associated with this type of play, or struggle with 
the demands of families to outright ban any form 
of taboo play. Join us we discuss and deconstruct 
this type of play along with the myths and        
perceptions about aggression and violence in  
children’s play.   

 
 
 
 

PRC Member 
$10.00 

 
Non-Member 

$15.00 
  
 

 
  

Loose Parts for Infants and   
Toddlers 

 
Presenter: PRC Staff 

 
Wednesday May 10, 2017 

 
Time: 6:30 PM—8:30 PM 

 
Location: Doon-ECE Building 

 
 

  
Explore the endless possibilities and many      
benefits that loose parts have to offer in            
contributing to rich and meaningful learning      
environments and opportunities for young         
children. Materials and ideas for innovative play 
will be shared and challenged through hands-on 
opportunities and dialogue with a focus on our 
youngest learners. 
 
In June there will be a Loose Parts Exchange as 
a follow up to the exploration of loose parts in 
play!  

 
 
 
 

PRC Member 

$10.00 

 

Non-Member 

$15.00 

 

Digital Literacy 2.0:  
Moving Early Childhood          

Education into the 21st Century    
 

Presenter: Andrea Stirling  
 

Monday May 15, 2017 
 

Time: 6:30 PM—8:30 PM 
 

Location: Doon-ECE Building 

 
 As John Dewey said, “If we teach today as we 
did yesterday we rob children of tomorrow”. This 
workshop will offer opportunities to examine    
current research, the use of technology and our 
own hesitations. Participants will look at how we 
can engage children as producers of technology 
rather than consumers, as well as ways to      
evaluate current and future technology used in 
our environments. This workshop is for those that 
embrace or shy away from the use of technology 
in their lives, programs and learning                  
environments.  
 

 
 

PRC Member 

$10.00 

 

Non-Member 

$15.00 

Workshops at a Glance — From the PRC 
Other ways to register: Call 519.748.5220 ext. 3388 

E-mail: PRCregistration@conestogac.on.ca  

For more information visit our website at www.eceprc.ca 

Conestoga College, ECE Building 299 Doon Valley Drive, Kitchener, ON N2G 4M4 

https://www.conestogacommunity.ca/prc/spring


 

Growing Roots: Fostering       

connections to nature for young 

children  

1. The Outdoor Learning             

Environment  

2. Growing, Gardening and Green 

Spaces 

3. Risk Taking and the Outdoor 

Classroom 

Wednesday May 24, 2017 

Wednesday May 31, 2017 

Wednesday June 14, 2017 

 

Time: 6:30 PM—8:30 PM + 4 hrs.  

of self study in between sessions  
 

Location: Doon-ECE Building 

This 10 hour course will look at how educators 
foster connections to nature in our outdoor       
programs. Whether you have vast green spaces 
or urban concrete surroundings this series will  
explore solutions, innovative designs and ideas to 
create opportunities in any environment.   
 

 This session will focus on elements of design 
for any space. Through innovative ideas and 
creative solutions we will discuss and explore 
ways to incorporate natural elements into our 
play spaces.  

 You don’t really need a green thumb to reap 
the benefits of growing a garden with children! 
Even an urban landscape  is no barrier. We 
will look at basic garden set ups and needs to 
be successful. Get ready to dig in as there will 
be a hands on component to this session! 

 Natural playscapes can provide a wide array 
of opportunities for risk taking. This session 
will offer an opportunity to explore how we can 
assess risk, support children engage in       
appropriate risk taking and look at how we can 
use documentation to advocate and highlight 
the competencies and learning that takes 
place within these experiences and  

      environments.  
 

 

PRC Member 

$60.00 

 

Non-Member 

$80.00 

 
En français! 

 
Ne manquez pas le Beat 

 
Présentateur: Harmony Simard & 

Sutton Lemay 
 

Lundi, 5 Juin, 2017 
Heures: 18H30—20H30 

 
Emplacement: Bâtiment Doon-ECE 

 
Est-ce que vous êtes un éducateur / éducatrice 
qui veut donner des occasions d’explorer la     
musique et le mouvement à des enfants?  Les 
chansons encouragent les enfants à s’adonner au 
jeu avec des mots et des sons par des chansons 
et des comptines.  La musique et les chansons 
sont des façons de soutenir et d’enrichir la     
transmission de la langue française et de la     
culture francophone.  Venez nous                     
rejoindre!  Nous allons chanter, apprendre de 
nouvelles chansons et partager vos chansons 
préférées.  

 

 

PRC Membre 

$10.00 

 

Non Membre 

$15.00 

Other ways to register: Call 519.748.5220 ext. 3388 

E-mail: PRCregistration@conestogac.on.ca  

Workshops at a Glance — From the PRC 

For more information visit our website at www.eceprc.ca 

Conestoga College, ECE Building 299 Doon Valley Drive, Kitchener, ON N2G 4M4 

https://www.conestogacommunity.ca/prc/spring


The Informed Professional  
 

Presenter: Melanie Bourke  & 
Harmony Simard 

 
Wednesday June 7, 2017 

 
Time: 6:30 PM—8:30 PM 

 
Location: Doon-ECE Building 

In a sector that is constantly shifting and           
redefining the landscape of Early Learning and 
Care, how do you stay current? More than ever 
before child care is in the spotlight through    
mainstream media and gaining recognition within     
political agendas. How do you become aware,  
involved and stay informed to what is happening 
around you and what is currently shaping our  
sector? This session is designed to empower   
anyone in the sector, regardless of professional 
status, to find the right tools to keep informed, get 
active or to become vocal.  
 
**This session is not about what to think, but how 
to find information, find your voice and/or take  
action**    

PRC Member 

$10.00 

 

Non-Member 

$15.00 

 
Loose Parts Exchange 

 
Presenter: PRC Staff 

 
Monday June 19, 2017 

 
Time: 6:30 PM—8:30 PM 

 
Location: Doon-ECE Building 

This session is an extension to all previous loose 

part workshops or can be taken independently.  

Loose parts can create opportunities for children 

to explore open ended materials with infinite        

possibilities that lend to innovation and creativity. 

But where do you find all of these materials? In 

this workshop we will explore ideas for gathering, 

recruiting and finding upcycled items and           

resources. We will look at how provocations can 

support loose part play and how this connects 

and support early literacy and math development.  

Participants will have the opportunity to engage in 

a loose parts exchange where they can bring, 

swap and pick up loose parts to introduce into 

their environments. We ask that all materials 

brought in for the exchange be clean and non-

perishable (no food items).  

 

Questions? Please call 519-748-5220 ex. 2826  

 
 
 

PRC Member 

$30.00 

 

Non-Member 

$40.00 

 

 

 

Every  

participant will 

leave this  

session with a 

loose part  

starter  

resource ! 

Workshops at a Glance — From the PRC 
Other ways to register: Call 519.748.5220 ext. 3388 

E-mail: PRCregistration@conestogac.on.ca  

For more information visit our website at www.eceprc.ca 

Conestoga College, ECE Building 299 Doon Valley Drive, Kitchener, ON N2G 4M4 

https://www.conestogacommunity.ca/prc/spring


Communities of Practice (CoP) 

A Community of Practice (CoP) is a place where like-minded individuals come to collaborate and learn   

together. It is continuous and offers opportunities to revisit ideas and grow through reflection, inquiry and 

practice. They offer a safe environment to build and foster organic relationships, where individuals feel they 

can share ideas, experiences and brainstorm in a professional manner without judgement; but rather 

through a lens of critical reflection. They empower individuals as they build confidence by sharing their 

knowledge, contributing to the learning and the collective growth, in turn creating a richer community and 

sector.  

CoPs are different from traditional professional development in that they are not based on an expert model 

of delivery (the sharing of information top down), but in collaborative learning (side by side), understanding 

that all members bring with them existing knowledge, rich experiences and a willingness to continue to 

learn.  

CoP are owned by the community and supported by the PRC. Meetings will 

take place in several locations throughout our Region and members of the 

group will guide the activities and the learning that transpires. For the initial 

launch period the CoP will operate out of the PRC until a membership base is        

established.   

Become a Member of a CoP! 

Membership for CoPs run from September to September. By purchasing a 

membership you can attend any CoP meeting for any group at no additional 

cost—there is no limit to how many you can attend. The cost of membership 

goes towards funding the administration behind the organization of the 

events and registration.  

Annual CoP Membership 

PRC Member $6.00 

General Public $12.00 

One Time Admission for Non-CoP Members $4.00 

What can you expect from your local CoP? 
  
 A welcoming atmosphere that supports and encourages participants to openly contribute, while still 

respecting confidentiality in the work that we do and care we provide 
 Like-minded individuals who collaborate to bring and share current information for dialogue,         

reflection and brainstorming 
 Facilitators that support moving the dialogue forward through provocations, inquiry and meaningful 

reflection 
  
Discover a Community of Practice that is right for you! To get the most out of joining a CoP consider  

committing to attend meetings a minimum of 2 out of 3 times per year.  
  

For more information visit our website at www.eceprc.ca 

Conestoga College, ECE Building 299 Doon Valley Drive, Kitchener, ON N2G 4M4 

https://www.conestogacommunity.ca/Communities-of-practice


 

Taking the Lead CoP 
 

Facilitators: Tracy Stroeder,  
Debbie Jones & Barbara McKee  

  

Tuesday May 16, 2017 
 

Time: 6:30 PM—8:30 PM 
 

Location: Doon-ECE Building 

Anyone can be a leader. This group will meet to    
cultivate their skills around leadership by looking at 
their relationships, beliefs and practices in             
connection to the Early Learning Sector. What does 
it mean to be a leader? How do you cultivate,      
support, and foster ideas in those around you?  This 
group is best intended for any individual (regardless 
of job title) that is interested in developing and      
fostering their leadership capacity in this             
transformative sector.  

 
 

CoP Member 

FREE 

 

Non-Member 

$4.00 

 

Annual CoP 

membership: 

 

PRC Member 

$6.00 

General Public 

$12.00 

 
Professional Journey CoP  

 

Facilitators: Samantha Burns, 
Leah Clarke & Carol Guernsey  

  

Wednesday May 17, 2017 
 

Time: 6:30 PM—8:30 PM 
 

Location: Doon-ECE Building 

This group focuses on our ethical conduct and   
standards of practice in relation to our professional  
regulatory body (the College of ECE).  
 
This evening will offer a variety of opportunities for 
small groups of peers to explore the first steps in the 
CPL process and/or a case study analysis of an   
ethical dilemma experiences by educators in      
practice.    

 
Reflection and Inquiry in the 

Classroom CoP  
 

Facilitators: Amy McKague, 
Brenda Gavloski &Tricia Dumais 

  

Tuesday May 30, 2017 
 

Time: 6:30 PM—8:30 PM 
 

Location: Doon-ECE Building 

Do you wonder how to support children who engage 
in behaviour that is considered challenging?   
 

Do you ever try to follow a child's lead and it feels 
similar to using themes?   
 

Have you struggled to decide which observation is 
important and how to make and sustain curriculum 
decisions?   
 
Amy McKague, Brenda Gavloski and Tricia Dumais 
will guide intentionally planned reflective dialogues 
with colleagues who have similar wonders.   

 
Documentation CoP 

 

Facilitators: Joyce Buckley,    
Sarah Couchman & Harmony 

Simard 
 

Tuesday June 20, 2017 
 

Time: 6:30 PM—8:30 PM 
 

Location: Doon-ECE Building 

Many have started on a pathway to sharing their   
experiences with children and families that include 
some form or component of documentation. This 
group will meet to share, reflect and dig deeper into 
our own practices around documentation with the  
intent to further our personal journey in making    
children’s learning visible. This group is best          
intended for any individual (regardless of skill/level) 
who wishes to take their documentation to the next 
level. Individuals are encouraged to bring their      
current work with them to reflect upon and share.  

Communities of Practice (CoP) at a Glance  
Other ways to register: Call 519.748.5220 ext. 3388 

E-mail: PRCregistration@conestogac.on.ca  

For more information visit our website at www.eceprc.ca 

Conestoga College, ECE Building 299 Doon Valley Drive, Kitchener, ON N2G 4M4 

https://www.conestogacommunity.ca/Communities-of-practice


What’s New at the PRC 
Call 519.748.5220 ext. 3388 

E-mail: PRCinfo@conestogac.on.ca  

Over 25 new hands on resources! 

A 
B 

C 
D 

E 

F 

G H 

L 

K 

J 
I 

    A. Skinny Legs Tossing Game 
   B. Balancing Cactus Game 
   C. Stacking Tree Game 
   D. Sandpaper Letters Upper + Lower 
E. Sum Block (3 sets of blocks) Video link click here! + 4 
books to support mathematical concepts 
F. Balance Ball Track 
G. Ringo Race Game 
H. Motor Letters 
I. Colour Tiles 
J. Mystery Sensory Balls (not just reflective, but each ball 
feels and moves differently) 
K. Number Tiles 
L. Alphabet Tiles (Braille + American Sign Language) 
 
Not Shown: 
 

 All camera’s have been upgraded and replaced to Nikon 
Coolpix, point and click series. This includes 3 classrooms 
sets (5 cameras each) and two stand alone cameras for 
loan 

 Variety of loose part accessories and baskets 
 Classroom Assessment Scoring System (quality         

measurement tool) Manuals for  Infants, Toddlers and 
Preschool-K 

 And so much more! 

Over 30 new book titles to select from! 

Some include… 

 Invent to Learn: Making, Tinkering, and 

Engineering in the Classroom 

 Learning about Language and Literacy 

in Preschool 

 Experiencing Nature with Young     

Children: Awakening delight, curiosity 

and a sense of stewardship 

 So Much More than ABCs: The early 

phrases of reading and writing 

 Self-Reg — Dr. Shanker’s Newest! 

 In the Spirit of the Studio: Learning 

from the Atelier of Reggio Emilia 

 Loose Parts 2: Inspiring Play for Infants 

and Toddlers (2 copies!) 

 The Gardener and the Carpenter: What 

the new science of child development 

tells us about the relationship between 

parents and children 

 And many more! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EFh78sGhqmw


“Continuous professional learning refers to the systematic and intentional maintenance and   

expansion of the knowledge, skills, and ethical values and behaviours necessary to ensure  

ongoing quality professional practice .”  

- College of Early Childhood Educators 

Register for PRC events online at https://www.conestogacommunity.ca/prc/spring  

Register for CoP events online at www.conestogacommunity.ca/Communities-of-practice  

or click on any of the “Register Now” icons. Other ways to register:  

Call 519-748-5220 ext. 3388 or E-mail PRCregistration@conestogac.on.ca Conestoga 

College, ECE Building 299 Doon Valley Drive, Kitchener, ON, N2G 4M4 

Monday May 8, 2017 

Wednesday May 10, 2017 

Monday May 15, 2017 

Tuesday May 16, 2017 

Wednesday May 17, 2017 

Monday May 22, 2017 

Wednesday May 24, 2017 

Tuesday May 30, 2017 

Wednesday May 31, 2017 

Bang, Bang You’re Dead: Rethinking taboo play in early learning  

Loose Parts for Infants and Toddlers 

Digital Literacy 2.0: Moving ECE into the 21st Century    

Taking the Lead CoP 

Professional Journey CoP 

CLOSED VICTORIA DAY HOLIDAY 

Growing Roots Pt. 1: The Outdoor Learning Environment  

Reflection and Inquiry in the Classroom CoP  

Growing Roots Pt. 2: Growing, Gardening and Green Spaces 

Monday June 5, 2017 

Wednesday June 7, 2017 

Wednesday June 14, 2017 

Monday June 19, 2017 

Tuesday June 20, 2017 

Ne manquez pas le Beat (French) 

Informed Professional 

Growing Roots Pt. 3: Risk Taking and the Outdoor Classroom 

Loose Parts Exchange 

Documentation CoP **TBD 

Events at a Glance—From the PRC 

*All events take place at Doon Campus for Conestoga College unless otherwise stated. 

https://www.conestogacommunity.ca/prc/spring
https://www.conestogacommunity.ca/Communities-of-practice
mailto:prcregistration@conestogac.on.ca
https://www.conestogacommunity.ca/prc/spring


 

Connect with us at the   

Professional Resource Centre! 

Conestoga College, ECE Building 

299 Doon Valley Drive 

Kitchener, Ontario N2G 4M4 

519-748-5220 ext. 3388 

PRCinfo@conestogac.on.ca 
www.eceprc.ca 

 Summer Hours of Operation: 

     Monday……….1 PM -  8 PM 

    Tuesday….…....1 PM - 8 PM 

    Wednesday…...1 PM -  8 PM 

    Thursday……....9 AM - 4 PM 

    Friday……...…..9 AM - 12 PM 

The PRC is closed on weekends      

and statutory holidays. 

Registration Information: 

 Credit card payments can only be made through the on-line 

registration system at this time. 

 Other payment can be made the day of the presentation in 

the form of cash or cheque made payable to Conestoga 

College— please note that PRC does not support debit 

transactions at this time. 

 Receipts are available upon request. 

 If you require cancellation of your registration please provide 

three working days notice prior to the workshop date so we 

can invite someone on the waiting list. 

 Workshops will be cancelled if the minimum number of  

participants is not reached and you will be notified two  

working days prior to the workshop date. 

 Inclimate weather closures and cancelations will be posted 

on our website and tweeted out to subscribers. 

 All registration fees are non-refundable, but  

transferrable to another participant for the same event. 

Pay and display parking available (Mon-Fri) 

in lot #6 

Free Parking (after 4 PM) and on weekends 
use lot # 7 or # 6 and enter ECE  
building through the side door,  

closest to lot #7. 

@ECEPRC 

The Early Childhood Professional Resource Centre 

mailto:prcinfo@conestogac.on.ca
http://www.eceprc.ca
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Early-Childhood-Professional-Resource-Centre-PRC/117298945018372
https://twitter.com/ECEPRC
https://www.conestogacommunity.ca/prc/spring

